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MISSION OF THE WALTHOUR-MOSS FOUNDATION “T O PRESERVE OPEN LAND , TO PROTECT AND IMPROVE
WILDLIFE HABITAT , AND TO OFFER A PLACE FOR EQUESTRIAN PURPOSES ”

THE WALTHOUR-MOSS FOUNDATION RECEIVES TWO AWARDS
FOR LAND PRESERVATION AND STEWARDSHIP

T

he Walthour-Moss Foundation was honored twice during January
20o7 for the work the Foundation has done to improve the quality of the longleaf pine forest, enhance wildlife habitat and protect
the significant wetlands on the 4042 acres under the Foundation’s
care.

At the annual awards banquet of the Moore Soil and Water District
on Jan 23rd Kevin Williams, District Conservationist for the US
Department of Agriculture, presented The Walthour-Moss
Foundation with the Moore County Soil and Water District’s
Environmental Steward of the Year Award. In presenting the
award to Foundation Chairman Richard Webb, Mr. Williams commended the Foundation for “the outstanding work being done by
The Walthour-Moss Foundation to protect the longleaf pine ecosystem and the precious wetlands which are contained on the
Foundation’s 4000 acres.”

Wetlands, and the soil retention, natural
flood control and water-filtering they provide
are a critical component of the Longleaf Pine
eco-system. Pictured above is the “Rice
Pond” in the Main Foundation

Earlier in the month, the Foundation was recognized at the state
level by the Soil and Water Conservation Society of North Carolina
at its annual meeting in Raleigh. On January 13th the Hugh
Hammond Bennett Chapter of the NC SWCS presented the
Walthour-Moss Foundation with the Society’s Natural Resource
Enhancement Award for the Foundation’s work in area of soil and
water conservation. The Soil and Water Conservation Society fosters the science and the art of soil, water and related natural
resource management to achieve sustainability.
The Society works to promote practices which
recognize the interdependence of people and
the environment. In presenting the award to
The Walthour-Moss Foundation, the Society
recognized The Walthour-Moss Foundation’s
“Significant Commitment to “Natural
Resource Enhancement,” wildlife habitat
improvement and soil and water protection.
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continued from the front page
At a recent meeting of the Foundation Board,
Chairman Richard Webb commended the work
of the Foundation’s Land Management
Committee, chaired by David Dillard. Mr Webb
also recognized the support and guidance being
given to the Foundation by Consulting Forester
Bennett Rose, USDA District Conservationist
Kevin Williams and other state and county
forestry and wildlife management professionals.

LAND MANAGEMENT NEWS
Fire lanes and Sediment Diversions

The Walthour-Moss Foundation began a
process to divert sediment that was being
deposited into the wetlands along the fire lanes
and also reduce the erosion of the fire lanes
caused by summer thunderstorms.
This was done by constructing level diversions
(also known as “level spreaders”) in strategic
locations along the firelanes. These diversions
play two important roles.
First, they limit runoff from reaching volumes
and velocities that further erode the firelanes.
The maintenance to the firelanes has been
reduced substantially from historic levels
because of these preventive measures.
Second, when these diversions are constructed
along contours, they allow the sediment in the
storm runoff to settle out and be stored in the
basins rather than deposited into the nearby
wetlands. This allows the wetlands’ flora to
thrive and continue to serve their ecological purposes.
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A typical diversion will contain anywhere from
20 to 40 cubic yards of sediment. Preventing
this material from reaching the wetlands is critical in protecting the fragile flora of these areas.
Each year, as basins reach sediment capacity,
they will be reformed to their original capacity.
This work was accomplished in about two days
— which is less than the firelane maintenance
required in previous years. This is a case where
good environmental stewardship also saves
money.
Removal of Firestone Lake Cabin
The old cabin at Firestone Lake had sat empty
for quite a while since the last tenants had
vacated. It was early this summer when the
delapidated old structure was demolished and
cleaned away.
Rod Lynch and his Knowlbrook Farms
crew did a superb job of restoring this site to
its natural beauty. Rod did this work as a gift
to The Walthour-Moss Foundation, and we are
grateful to him for his help.
Visitors to the lake will not be able to tell that
the building was ever there. The ridge where
the cabin once stood will be covered in pine
needles and the lake will have truly been taken
back to its natural setting. That is the way it
should be, a natural setting mirroring the rest
of the Foundation’s pristine beauty.
The Restoration of
Bridges and Crossings

During the Summer of 2007 much work has
been accomplished in the continuing effort to
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96th Annual Opening Meet
Meets At Hobby Field on Young’s Road

The Walthour-Moss Foundation has
started keeping regular office hours.

Please plan to come out to see the Opening
meet of the Moore County Hounds on
Thanksgiving Day. It is a fun and beautiful
annual tradition in Southern Pines and sometimes we have over one hundred spectators out
to watch. Spectators start to arrive early in the
morning and often bring breakfast picnics to
tide them over while they wait for riders on
horseback to arrive between 9 a.m. and 10 a.m.
The hounds will arrive a few minutes before 10
a.m. Local clergy will say a blessing, and the
group on horseback will move off following the
hounds through the land of The WalthourMoss Foundation. At the end of the hunt, the
entire group of hounds and riders will reenter
Hobby Field by jumping several fences while
galloping.

From 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Monday to Friday
(910) 695-7811
administrator@walthour-moss.org

This day will start the 96th season for the
Moore County Hounds! Hunting with the pack
is by invitation only, but spectators are invited
to watch on Opening Day. The pack of hounds
will be hunted by Jody Murtagh, and is comprised mostly of the Penn Marydel breed of
foxhounds, with some English and some
Crossbred hounds. It is a great opportunity to
have some fun with family and friends on
Thanksgiving Morning while watching history
unfold.
Contributors’ Acknowledgment

Did you miss seeing the acknowledgement of
our contributors? Please don’t worry! We had
so much to tell everyone about in this issue of
the Foundation News that we thought it would
be better if we thanked ALL of our 2007 contributors in the January of 2008 issue.

Germaine Elkins, the office administrator, will
be glad to help you in any way she can. We are
always pleased to hear your thoughts, concerns
and suggestions.
A Note from Germaine Elkins:
I wanted to take this opportunity to say a few
things about my experience thus far working
for The Walthour-Moss Foundation. First I
wanted to say that it has been with a sense of
pride, humility and gratitude that I have
approached being allowed to work for this
organization started by Pappy and my great,
great aunt Ginnie. I consider it a great honor
to get to participate in helping the Foundation
in any way that I can. As I get closer to a year
of working with the Foundation I realize just
how lucky I am to have been given this opportunity. Thank you to Dick Moore, Dick Webb,
Ginny Thomasson, Rick Smith, Stephen Later,
Larry Best, David Dillard and Dominick
Pagnotta for all of your help and to the WMF
Board of Directors and everyone out there
helping the Foundation with its mission to
continue to preserve the open land, protect
and improve the wildlife habitat and offer a
place for equestrian purposes.
Most Sincerely,
Germaine Elkins
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

October 28, 2007
From 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.,
Registration begins at 7:00 a.m.
The Ride for the Horse
At Moor Meadow
Sponsored by the
United States Equine Rescue League
A 2 to 4 hour trail ride through the scenic
beauty of The Walthour-Moss Foundation to
benefit abused or neglected horses consigned
to the US Equine Rescue League, NC Sandhills
Region. Lunch will be available and catered by
Prancing Horse, as well as USERL booth, merchandise and awards for riders and their sponsors. The Ride for the Horse will begin and
end in Moor Meadow in The Walthour-Moss
Foundation North Country. The Moor Meadow
entrance has its own parking area marked with
signs off Furr Road in Vass, NC.
This event is open to USERL members and
their friends. If you are interested in participating in or volunteering for The Ride for the
Horse, please contact:
Stephanie Johnson at 919 721-6572
or email stephanie@leebrick.com.
You can also find a link to the USERL website
at the Foundation website Calendar of Events:
www.walthour-moss.com
November 4, 2007
From 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon
The Moore County Hounds
16th Annual Hunter Pace
Meets At Hobby Field on Young’s Road
The Moore County Hounds will offer a day of
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sport in the beautiful land of The WalthourMoss Foundation. The terrain is varied with
excellent footing. Teams of 2 or 3 ride over a
long course of 10 - 12 miles or a separate short
course of 5 - 6 miles. Each course is clearly
marked with arrows. All fences are optional
with a bypass around. There are four divisions:
Long Course – Red Fox (fast pace), Grey Fox
(slightly slower pace), Short Course – Fox Cub
(Grey Fox pace), and No Fox (leisurely pace).
Ribbons will be presented by the Masters of
the Moore County Hounds at about 2 pm to the
six teams in each division who come closest to
the official pace times no matter whether faster
or slower. Official times will be set by the
Masters. Divisions with more than 20 entries
will be split with separate trophies & ribbons.
Riders should be properly attired in breeches,
boots, and jacket with a stock, choker or tie.
Hard hats are required. There is plenty of convenient parking, but water for the horses is not
available. All dogs must be leashed. If possible
send your entries as a team. Juniors under the
age of 18 are welcome to ride, but must have an
adult on the team.
For more information:
email at mch-hunterpace@mindspring.com
or call Betsy Rainoff 910 692-8424
or Angela Baldwin 910 245-4445
There ia also a link to the entry form on the
Foundation website Calendar of Events:
www.walthour-moss.com
November 22, 2007
Thanksgiving Day
Beginning 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.
The Moore County Hounds

Octabony - as it was before any work was performed

make The Walthour-Moss Foundation a pleasant and safe place to ride and walk. With hundreds of miles of trails and nearly a hundred
creek crossings to care for there is never a
shortage of projects to be tackled. A review
was conducted in the early Spring and projects
were identified and prioritized to be accomplished.
The focus this Summer has been work on six
old crossings of branches and creeks that have
suffered from age and use over the years. The
work has made significant improvements to
these areas, and the new bridges and crossings
have been constructed to last for many years
into the future. The six bridges and crossings
improvement projects this year have been:
Octabony, Brat, Old Mill, Bubby, Edminston
and Cub.
Although each of these names may not be
familiar to you, as you are out on the
Foundation in coming months you will clearly
see the work that has been done, appreciate the
effort necessary to make these improvements,
and enjoy the results of this work.
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Perhaps the largest effort was the crossing at
Octabony. This crossing is over Carrol’s
Branch at the end of Sawmill Road below
Firelane Two. The bridge and culverts at this
crossing had over the years been patched
numerous times resulting in a muddy crossing
and a bridge that had become unstable. You
may know it as the bridge that goes uphill and
downhill as it crossed Carrol’s Branch. If you
have crossed it on a horse the photographs
don’t adequately describe this experience.
The accompanying photographs depict the
crossing before the work, during the work and
the end product of this substantial effort. Care
was taken throughout this effort to minimize
the impact to the wetlands associated with
Carrol’s Branch and to stabilize the side slopes
to prevent future siltation of the creek.
The Edminston Crossing also was rebuilt.
Ediminston is the next crossing downstream
from Octabony and also needed substantial
effort. The new crossing while maintaining

Octabony - as it was before any work was performed
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much of the character of
the old crossing is much
safer and stable.
Brat is located on
Sweetheart Head just
north of the intersection
of Firelane One and
Firelane Three.
The
bridge here is a great improvement to a crossing that has always been subject to becoming a
mire of mud and roots.
The Old Mill crossing leads from Homesite Hill
across Carrol’s Branch to property gifted to the
WMF from Mrs. Moss a few years ago. This
deep muddy crossing has now been fixed in a
manner that is environmentally appropriate
and will significantly reduce future maintenance.
Similarly, the crossing at Bubby on Keating’s
Head has been fixed with a new pipe. The
existing crossing had been subject to annual
erosion and in some instances erosion to the
edges of the trail which made passage a challenge.
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Upper left - Octabony with
old bridge removed
Above - Octabony durring
construction - here you see
the support beams for the
new bridge
Left - Octabony with new
bridge in place

The Cub Crossing which lies west of Firelane
One and south of Firelane Three along
Bamboo Head has had a new bridge installed.
The rather steep approach into this head has
been reduced by the construction of the bridge
and will again reduce future maintenance to
this crossing.
Below - Octabony complete as you will see it today
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We are now this land’s stewards and have an
obligation to protect what each of us loves. Of
course I look at the Foundation for equestrians,
more specifically for fox hunting, and I think
this can be a catalyst to keep this large amount
of preserved land for future generations to
enjoy.
This year we’ve been asked to help coordinate
the volunteer organization to maintain the trails
and habitat. Again, I don’t think any of us quite
realize the complexities of the Foundation until
we step foot into its labyrinth of trails and crossings.
Most know that the main foundation is divided
into six sections plus the North Country, and we
will be attacking them as such. If you have a
specific desire to maintain a certain section, feel
free to let us know through the Foundation
office, or in person.
In mid-September we are going to coordinate
groups, times, and places to start some path
clearing, jump and food plot maintenance, and
several clean-ups for the fall season. Did you
ever think, “Who maintains the Blue Bird
Boxes?” Katie, my granddaughter, has taken on
that commitment. All things large and small are
important.
Our first trail clearing date has been set for
September 9th. Please let us know if you’re
interested in coming. We will meet at the
Kennels at 9am and don’t forget to bring your
clippers and gloves.
Contact: Jody Murtagh or Kerrie Hayes at
(910) 992-7013 or email rthkerrie@aol.com
or The Walthour-Moss Foundation office

PAGE 9

Volunteers Needed!

The time has come again for us to
call in our hard-working and enthusiastic volunteers!

First Trail Clearing Date!
September 9th
Meeting at the Kennels
9 a.m.

Our newest Volunteers Coordinators, Mr.
Jody Murtagh and Mrs. Kerrie Hayes, are
already working to schedule and expand
this year’s volunteer projects.
These projects will include: trail and path
clearing, trash pickup, trail maintenance,
jump repair and replacement, consolidation of old trails, stream crossing repairs,
and many other exciting new projects.

We all appreciate the Walthour-Moss
Foundation’s beauty, its land and its trails.
Let’s all lend a hand to keep it that way.
Here’s a way to help that will cost you
nothing but a little time and fun work.

So if you’d be willing to volunteer,
give Jody and Kerrie a call or send
them an email and let the Foundation
know, “I’m ready to help.”
Jody Murtagh and Kerrie Hayes
(910) 992-7013 / rthkerrie@aol.com
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Jody Murtagh of The Moore County Hounds with his daughter
Kerrie Hayes and his pack of Penn-Marydel Hounds

A Huntsman’s Perspective of
The Walthour-Moss Foundation
From Joseph Murtagh

When the Murtagh family arrived in Moore
County it became very evident that not only
were they new to the area, the area was new to
them. The size and scope of the Foundation was
overwhelming.
Settling in was made easy by all: Cameron, Dick
and Anne, David and Lynn, along with a multitude of others, made us feel right at home. It
wasn’t until I had time to peruse the Foundation
via the Black Stallion that I realized hunting as I
had known it, might be a real stretch of my
huntsman’s knowledge, seeing as how I had
never hunted at the Beach before.
Some people wondered: why would I leave one
of the best hunting countries in the nation to
come to Moore County? Well, I’ll only elaborate
on one reason, and we’ll leave the rest for
another day.
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You might say I was
a little bored in
Pennsylvania and
up for a challenge,
but, “Oh, what a
challenge.” Master
Webb and Company
asked, “Why would I
come?” And I, having some prior ties
through my parents
who
had
been
friends
of
the
Mosses and had exchanged hunting experiences
with them, replied that this was “My last quest
to Hunt where my Father had hunted, before I
retired.”
And so, in April of ’06, we were off from
Pennsylvania and on to Moore County, North
Carolina.
“Dick” I said, “Knowing the little that I do of the
Pappy Moss era, I would like to put hunting
back the way it was under Pappy’s reign.”
There were two things I knew I had in my back
pocket to help make this happen. One was a wife
and family that wanted the same change and
challenge that I did. And the other was a pack of
Penn-Marydel hounds that I felt would make all
the difference on the Beach, and boy, did they
ever.
What is more interesting, and since we’ve been
here for a year plus has really sunk in, is the
thing that more of us ought to be thinking about,
the size and scope of the Foundation that has
been established by all of its contributors.
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Directly Above - Edminston after completion
Top Right - Bubby after completion
Middle Right - Old Mill after completion

These projects are part of the ongoing effort to
make improvements to the Foundation and to
adequately maintain existing trails and crossings. It is an effort that involves the expenditure of substantial funds that are given by
individuals who recognize the importance of
this unique property.
As always, if you identify a project that might
be considered for implementation please contact the Foundation Administrator: administrator@walthour-moss.org or (910)695-7811.

Directly Below - Cub after completion
Lower Right - Brat after completion

James Furr Continues to Serve The
Foundation as Security Ranger
James Furr will enter his 7th year as Security
Ranger this coming January. He did a wonderful job in the construction of the new
bridges. He continues to patrol the main
Foundation and the North Country as well as
the lakes. He is also available to respond to
emergencies. Please report problems to the
Foundation office (910) 695-7811.
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PRESERVING HORSE
COUNTRY:
The Importance of
Conservation Easements,
Access Easements and
Scenic Easements

The Walthour-Moss Foundation recently
changed its structure to a public charity which
will allow it to hold various forms of easements
including conservation easements, access
easements and scenic easements. This new
structure of the Foundation will allow the individual making the gift to receive the appropriate tax incentives and benefits for assisting in
the protection of open space.
The reason the Foundation has taken this step
is to attempt to insure the preservation of the
equestrian heritage and landscape of Horse
Country. The protection of the ecology of the
woodlands the Foundation presently owns
does not exist as an island but is the heart of a
landscape that includes the adjacent open
spaces and farms. These properties collectively define what we all treasure and what we
have been entrusted to preserve for future generations.
Although The Walthour-Moss Foundation now
holds in title over 4000 acres that will be preserved in perpetuity and other lands have
recently been or are in the process of being
preserved by the Sandhills Area Land Trust
there is much of our community that has no
such protection.
Imagine the community in 50 years if the remnants of a vibrant equestrian area have been
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lost to smaller properties without horses. The
very landscape we enjoy and the relationship
we have to horses will have been lost for future
generations. Each of our properties is an
important piece of this patchwork landscape.
How we work together will determine our ability to preserve this unique place.
As land prices continue to escalate and generational transfer of properties occur there will
be pressures to further subdivide existing
equestrian properties. A method of insuring
the unique community that exists will continue
into the future is for each of the present owners to create conservation easements on their
properties. These can be uniquely created for
each property to meet the particular needs of
each owner. The overriding concept would be
to create easements that recognize the importance of the equestrian heritage of the area and
to protect the rural agrarian landscape that is a
byproduct of this heritage. The WalthourMoss Foundation is a rational choice to hold
these easements.
The legacy of Ginnie and Pappy is not only The
Walthour-Moss Foundation but the community that has been established adjacent to WMF
properties. The legacy we leave will show how
we have nourished and protected this unique
resource.
Another initiative The Walthour-Moss
Foundation is pursuing is the protection and
enhancement of accesses to the Foundation.
Many historical access points have no legal
standing and some historical rights of way
have already been lost as properties have been
sold. The future use of the Foundation could

SUMMER 2007

be significantly altered unless access is
insured. We all have enjoyed the use of these
passageways through the years perhaps without thought as to their permanence.
The existing lanes within Horse Country in
many instances have no equestrian easements
placed upon them and could at the discretion
of the adjacent property owners or community
associations remove the right of equestrian
use. This would certainly be a major loss to the
community and begin to reduce the equestrian
heritage of our community. Please think of the
long term affects of this and speak with your
neighbors about how we collectively can work
to insure these accesses are protected.
Additionally, there are many opportunities to
establish new access ways to the Foundation.
The Walthour-Moss Foundation is a logical
choice to hold these easements and to insure
they are maintained over time for equestrian
and pedestrian use.
Another initiative the Foundation is contemplating is the protection of the landscape along
Young’s Road. This is a treasured piece of
landscape that defines Horse Country to many
folks. Currently there are no protections to it
losing its unique scenic values as an agrarian
landscape.
There is much potential in the idea of creating
a scenic easement along the roadway. The
width of this has not been determined but the
concept would be to create a substantial corridor that would grandfather all existing structures but would limit future uses to open fields,
pastures with fencing, hedgerows, bridle trails
and access to adjoining properties. The WMF
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The Blue Ridge Parkway - is a perfect example of scenic
easements protecting an area’s unique landscapes for future
generations

could hold these easements as Conservation
Easements that would protect this special
resource.

In each of these initiatives there are financial
considerations that would benefit the present
owners with the tax incentives that exist.
Although important, the most important benefit would be the personal privilege to be a part
of protecting something we all value into the
future. It is our responsibility to pass this
unique community to the next generation.
These efforts will require the community to
work together to define how these initiatives
should be realized.
If you have ideas and would like to work to
make these real or if you have interest in learning how your property might be protected by
the use of Conservation or Access Easements
please contact:
Larry Best at lbest@landdesign.com
Stephen Later at sflater@rmrattorneys.com
The Walthour-Moss Foundation office at
(910) 695-7811

