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2015 HORSE COUNTRY HOEDOWN: PARTY WITH A PURPOSE
The Horse Country Hoedown, The Walthour-Moss Foundation’s major fundraising event, was a knee-slapping, horse-loving,
success, netting $18,500 for Foundation operations. The community held this year’s hoedown at Lyell’s Meadow in celebration
of the twenty-five acres on Mile Away Lane that was recently purchased by the Foundation through the generous gift of Brian
and Lyell McMerty.
Moore County has a wonderful horse community. Please send a mighty “yee haw” and grateful “thank you” to the generous
hosts of the event who underwrote the party: Trish and Bill Bissett, Lin and John Burgess, Carol and Dan Butler, Cathy and
David Carter, Dick Cavedo and Mary Schwab, Steven Cochran and Daniel Clivner, Rhonda and Alan Dretel, Effie and Nick
Ellis, Paul Fournier, Susan Wooten Gaines and Kate Gaines Frost, Shirley and John Gaither, Alice and Marshall Glass, Sharon
and Jim Granito, Mary Griffith and Alex Martone, Martha and Tom Hart, Lynn Harvey and Bob Little, Jean Rae and Hugh
Hinton, Kendyl and Eric Janis, Stephen Later, Susan and Kris Lindamood, Corine and Peter Longanbach, Norman and Babette
Minery, Carol Minker, Andrea and Dick Moore, Susan and Pat Newell, Cindy and Dennis Paules, Irene and Mike Russell,
Cameron and Lincoln Sadler, Neil Schwartzberg and Leigh Allen, Ginny and Keith Thomasson, Donna and Dick Verrilli,
Chris and Kathy Virtue, Katie and Dick Walsh, Dick and Anne Webb, Caroline and Wade Young.
Partygoers sported western bling, boots, and bandanas and celebrated in Horse Country style. After the sun set, the night air
was cold, but the tent furnace, fueled by a hefty propane tank, kept everyone warm and cozy. The Randy Hughes Band rocked
the pasture and sent toes tapping and fringe swaying throughout the evening. Thank you as well to Mark Hawkins, a band
member, who waived his fee to benefit the Foundation.
Many thanks goes to Mary Schwab for designing the invitation, Jean Rae Hinton for providing the Hoedown logo cups and
the generator for the band, and Effie Ellis for providing the napkins, plates and utensils.
Speaking of food, the fried chicken, cooked on site, was crispy and delectable. Another huge thank you goes to Giff Fisher
and White Rabbit Catering for cooking the delicious dinner and donating services in kind to the Foundation.
The Foundation’s President, Neil Schwartzberg, cleverly designed the three bars using hay bales, hay ropes and wooden
planks. Dick Cavedo brought his personal still to decorate. David Cochran served the crowd moonshine in shots and mixes.
Thanks go to David for working during the party in spite of his ticket purchase. The drinks were true crowd pleasers.
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A Horse Country hug goes to Leigh Allen, Jean Rae Hinton, Susan and Nicole Lindamood, Dick and Andrea Moore, Norman
Minery and Neil Schwartzberg for decorating the tent. The candles in lanterns tied with colorful bandanas sparkled above
the greenery nestled at their bases. The longleaf pines towering overhead inside the tent created a magical environment while
reminding partygoers of the pressing need for the event: funds for preservation of the exquisite forest, and riding trails that
we all enjoy.
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THE GINNIE AND PAPPY MOSS SOCIETY
Pledge Today to Become a Member
Over the past 36 years, 95% of the funds for The WalthourMoss Foundation’s land acquisition campaigns have come
from Ginnie and Pappy Moss Society members. Show
your support for local land preservation by becoming a
member of the Ginnie and Pappy Moss Society. Entry into
the Moss Society is a pledge of $1,000.00 a year for five
years.
Why is Moss Society membership important? Its
members are the backbone of conservation in our
community. In addition, with their ongoing pledge of
support, the Moss Society members ensure that The
Walthour-Moss Foundation will have resources to address
any known or unknown challenge that it may face in the
future. A good example was the threat of a four-lane
freeway thundering through our longleaf pine forest. This
threat was met with organization of town meetings to
garner community and political support from our towns
and county, hiring of consultants to examine alternatives,
and engaging a team to prepare the documentation that
led to a place on the National Register of Historic Places
for a large portion of the Foundation. Promise of ongoing
financial support from Ginnie and Pappy Moss Society
members allowed the Foundation to remain vigilant and
to develop and implement strategies to meet this threat
and any others that might arise.
The benefits of Moss Society membership to you are:

importance to equestrian purposes, to clean air and water
as well as to the country lifestyle that drew so many of us
to this area.
•
KNOWLEDGE that your pledge will help the
Foundation meet future challenges to its very existence.
•
PERSONAL SATISFACTION in keeping the
tradition of land conservation alive in the current
generation.
•
REALIZATION that you help to support the land
you use and enjoy.
•
APPRECIATION from members of the
community who use The Walthour-Moss Foundation for
their equestrian and other pursuits.
•
GRATITUDE from future generations for
preserving over 4,000 acres of longleaf pine forest… a
habitat that is as endangered as the rainforests!
•
ANNUAL RECOGNITION of Moss Society
membership in Foundation News and on the kiosks at
Equestrian Road, Moor Meadow, and Magnolia Hill.
•
PERMANENT RECOGNITION on the Ginnie and
Pappy Moss Society plaque at Moor Meadow.
Join the Ginnie and Pappy Moss Society today. Call
Landon Russell at 910- 695-7811 to pledge your support.
List your name with others who value land preservation
in our community.

•
ENTRY into a society of likeminded people who
value undeveloped land and recognize its fundamental

ANNUAL WAIVER REMINDER
PLEASE REMEMBER TO SIGN AND
RETURN A WAIVER EVERY YEAR!
The Walthour-Moss Foundation continues to
annually collect waivers from our local and out of
town users. The waivers are necessary to maintain
our insurance and keep our insurance rates down.
If you ride, drive a carriage, walk or run on The
Walthour-Moss Foundation, please sign and return
a waiver each year. Copies of the waiver are
available at the kiosk at Equestrian Road, Moor
Meadow and Magnolia Hill. Online at
www.walthour-moss.org by calling (910) 695-7811.
PAPPY AND GINNIE MOSS
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LAND MANAGEMENT AND STEWARDSHIP UPDATE
In our June 2014 newsletter, we introduced you to our
forester, Terry Sharpe. Terry came on board in 2014 to help
us update and implement our long-term forestry
stewardship and management plan. The plan covers a wide
range of forest stewardship activities, including some that
take place annually, like prescribed burning, oak removal
and bluebird box maintenance, as well as some long range
projects that will take place over a span of fifty (yes, 50!) years
at an interval of every eight to ten years. Most of these forest
stewardship activities are not new to the Foundation, but
some have not been seen in awhile. Following is an update
to the email sent in early January that includes information
on additional forest stewardship activities. Should you have
any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. We are
excited about our forest stewardship plan, as it provides for
the long range preservation of our longleaf pine forest, and
we would be happy to discuss it with you.

2015 Midstory Clearing of Oaks
The 2015 plan calls for the removal of oak trees on
approximately 125 acres of land made dense by stands of
scrub oaks. This project is an effort to repair the open
landscape that defines the longleaf pine savannah as well as
to promote a healthy forest by avoiding excessive density
and crowding that starve tress of sufficient resources. In very
dense areas, some longleaf will also be removed.
2015/2016 Loblolly and Slash Pine Plantation Conversion
Sixty to seventy years ago, prior to Foundation ownership
and management, approximately 400 acres of what is now
the North Country and 20 acres of what is now the main
Foundation were planted in loblolly pine and slash pine.
Over the next fifty years, these areas will be restored to their
longleaf pine forest origins. This will be accomplished by
removing approximately 30-40 acres of loblolly and slash
pine every eight to ten years in half-acre to one-acre sections.
These small, cleared areas will then be replanted with
longleaf pine seedlings. Over the next two years, the focus
area for loblolly and slash removal will be located in the
North Country between Moor Meadow and Aiken Road. In
addition, one 15-acre area along Furr Road will have all
loblolly and slash removed at one time.

2015 Prescribed Burning
The 2015 prescribed burn plan calls for burning on
approximately 1,300 acres. To date, eleven burns have been
completed on approximately 850 acres, and we hope to
complete a few more by the end of the year. If you would
like to join us for a burn day, at which you can see the
prescribed burn in person, please let us know. Terry Sharpe
will be on hand to answer questions about fire and the
longleaf pine forest on one of the Nature Conservancy
prescribed burn days. If you are interested in attending,
please send your name and contact information to
director@walthour-moss.org. Please note that prescribed
burn days and meeting times will vary based on the weather
conditions of a particular day. Due to access points at the
burn sites, attendance will be limited.
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2015/2016 Closed Canopy Thinning
We also have a few areas where the longleaf pine trees are
too thick. The dense growth of longleaf pine creates a closed
canopy and poor ground cover. These areas must be thinned
so that light will reach the forest floor to aid in the growth of
ground cover which in turn helps our wildlife find cover as
well as food. Thinning longleaf pine allows more resources
to be available to the remaining trees, which increases the

TNC CONDUCTS A PRESCRIBED BURN ON WMF LAND.

WIREGRASS GROWTH ONE WEEK AFTER TNC BURN
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chances of their long-term survival. It also allows more
longleaf to grow, so that the forest is not single-aged, and
younger trees are coming behind to replace the older ones.
Another benefit is that these stands will be less susceptible
to mortality from fire when the canopy is open and heat can
escape. Over the next two years, the focus area for closed
canopy thinning will be located in the North Country
adjacent to Moor Meadow.
2015/2016 RCW Cavity Installation
A very exciting project is scheduled in conjunction with the
closed canopy thinning. Terry Sharpe is working with
wildlife specialists to review the closed canopy thinning area
adjacent to Moor Meadow to identify trees that will be
provisioned with nests for the federally endangered Red
Cockaded Woodpecker (RCW). RCWs have been spotted
foraging in Moor Meadow in recent months. If established,
this RCW cluster will be the first in the North Country!
In addition, the Sandhills Ecological Institute (SEI is the
group that monitors our RCWs) has added three additional
cavities in the main Foundation near Equestrian Road. We
hear from Kerry Brust at SEI that a male bird from a group
in Fort Bragg has taken up residence in that area and may
have a new mate.
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2015/2016 Firelane Stabilization
In 2015 and 2016, sections of Firelane 2 and Firelane 3 will
have wood chips mixed in with the existing sand. This will
be done as an effort to stabilize the sand, alleviate washouts
and create better footing.
2015 Bushwhacker Club
The Walthour-Moss Foundation Bushwhacker Club will
meet in September and October of 2015 to clean and clear
trails of summer growth and storm debris. Volunteer days
are being scheduled now and will be published as soon as
they are finalized.
Communication and Questions
We will continue to update you on our forest stewardship
projects via the Foundation News, email, Facebook and
Twitter. Some of the projects will involve heavy machinery
and those walking, riding or driving in the Foundation
should take care to avoid those areas while the machinery is
in use. We will send out notices when each project gets
underway with details on location and as estimated time
frame for completion. As always, should you have any
questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact us.

2015/2016 WMF Project Map
Please note that this a rough map and lines shown are approximate.

Completed Prescribed Burn Area
Remaining Prescribed Burn Area
Midstory Clearing of Oaks
Loblolly and Slash Pine Conversion
Closed Canopy Thinning
RCW Box Installation
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EQUESTRIAN ROAD PRESCRIBED BURN

Sandhills Ecological Institute, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service.

There is complicated science behind our prescribed burn
plan. Our contractors follow the plan laid out by our
forester and burn days are chosen based on temperature,
humidity, wind direction as well as fuel load. Occasionally,
even though precautions are taken, and the guidelines for
the prescription are carefully followed, a burn can get “hot.”

Early signs are positive, and we have documented regrowth
of longleaf needles on a vast majority of the trees. Those
with whom we have consulted think that the area may
recover with few losses. However, there is still a chance for
loss of trees due to beetle infestation.
There are five types of beetles that attack longleaf pine trees.
Thankfully the worst, the southern pine beetle, has not been
seen in the Sandhills since 1992. The local beetles tend to
attack trees that are stressed (whether from the burn or, for
example, from lightning strike or drought). Over the next
one to two years, we will monitor the area for beetle
infestations and if an infestation occurs, we will make an
effort to prevent any spread. In addition, several photo
and video points have been established to help us track the
health of the forest over time.

Most of the spring burns have gone well and accomplished
our objectives of reducing fuel loads and thus preventing
dangerous uncontrolled wildfires, reducing small
hardwoods, and encouraging native grasses and
wildflowers. However, the section along May Street that
was burned on March 17, 2015 is an example of a burn area
that burned hot. Forecasted humidity and wind directions
changed mid-morning after a majority of the fire had been
lit. A few days after the burn, it was evident that the area
had burned hotter than anticipated, and many trees showed
signs of stress.

Unusually hot and dry summer weather can create
conditions that contribute to mortality from beetles, so for
now we are monitoring the burn area frequently for signs
of beetles and dying trees and hoping for regular rains.

Almost immediately, we reviewed the area with our
forester and burn contractor. They consulted with forest
health specialists from the North Carolina Forest Service as
well as professionals from the Sandhills Gamelands,
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WHAT’S IN BLOOM?

Small's Ragwort (Pakera anonyma)

Eliptic-leaved Skullcap (Scutellaria elliptica)

Small's Ragwort (Pakera anonyma) is a perennial to 70 cm tall.
Leaves are basal, elliptical or lanceolate, 5-15 cm long,1-3.5 cm
wide. Flower heads are numerous in terminal branched clusters
from the upper leaf axils. The flowers are deep yellow. This is
a native plant that grows in many different habitats from May
to early June

Eliptic-leaved Skullcap (Scutellaria elliptica) is a perennial 2080cm tall with a 4 angled stem. Leaves are opposite, elliptic 3-8
cm long and 1.5-4 cm wide. Flowers grow in terminal spikelike
racemes up to 8 cm long. Flowers are opposite and are
subtended by leaf like bracts. Some think the shape of the blue
flowers resemble a helmet or cap. The plant inhabits oakhickory woods and stream side slopes from late May to June.
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NEW AND IMPROVED WEBSITE

ANNUAL MEETING AND SURVEY

We are pleased to announce that our website,
www.walthour-moss.org has undergone a major
renovation. A special thank you to Dominick Pagnotta for
generously hosting the previous website for the past ten
years. Additional thanks to Dominick and to Neil
Schwartzberg for their help in updating our new website
and getting it launched.

The inaugural annual public meeting of The WalthourMoss Foundation was held on Tuesday, May 5 at Lyell’s
Meadow. Close to fifty friends and neighbors gathered to
hear Foundation board members and staff report on the
stewardship plan, land management, easements, budget,
upcoming events, fundraising and the U.S. Highway 1
issue.

You can still find all your favorite links on the new site:
newsletters, events, notices, Google map and historical
information on the new site. Additionally we have added
pages for event photos, a link to a set of trail maps and
volunteer information. Be sure to logon and check it out!

A question and answer session followed the presentation
and a hard copy of the annual survey was distributed to
attendees.

The new site is a work in progress and will be updated on
a regular basis. Should you have any suggestions for
items you would like to see, please email them to Landon
Russell at director@walthour-moss.org.

For those who were unable to attend, an online version of
the survey is available (please see links below). It is
anonymous, with an option to leave your name if you so
choose, and takes just five to ten minutes to complete.
Please know that we do want to hear from you. We value
your feedback and very much appreciate you taking the
time to complete the survey.

WMF IS ON SOCIAL MEDIA
ONLINE LINKS TO ANNUAL SURVEY
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/23YKK95
or
http://www.walthour-moss.org/events/notices
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For those of you linked to various social media accounts:
WMF is on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. Links to our
sites can be accessed directly from our website.

THE NEW HOME PAGE FOR WWW.WALTHOUR-MOSS.ORG

OLD MAIL ROAD, MAY 2015

The Walthour-Moss Foundation
Post Office Box 1794
Southern Pines, NC 28388

The Walthour-Moss Foundation is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit corporation.
For more information, please contact Landon Russell at 910-695-7811
or via email at director@walthour-moss.org or logon to our website at
www.walthour-moss.org.

Save the Dates!
May 30: Spring Trail Ride
June 20: Father’s Day Weekend Fun Dog Show
October 5: Horse Country Social
October 25: Trick and Treat Trail Ride
FOR MORE INFORMATION
www.walthour-moss.org
director@walthour-moss.org or call 910-695-7811

