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MISSION OF THE WALTHOUR-MOSS FOUNDATION “T O PRESERVE OPEN LAND , TO PROTECT AND IMPROVE
WILDLIFE HABITAT , AND TO OFFER A PLACE FOR EQUESTRIAN PURPOSES ”

THE WALTHOUR-MOSS FOUNDATION BENIFITS FROM
TWO NEW EASEMENTS AND A GIFT OF LAND
GIVEN BY GINNIE MOSS’ HEIRS

Submitted by Cameron Slade

am writing to you all in hopes of starting a new trend. What trend? To answer, I must start where it all began.
People used to come to Southern Pines to enjoy riding from farm to farm through the beautiful longleaf pines
and crossing lovely pastures, jumping in and jumping out. I started visiting here 35 years ago, when you never
gave a thought to jumping through someone’s pasture… you just made sure their horses didn’t follow you out. We
used to foxhunt through most of the area between Youngs Road and Fort Bragg. Hard to believe it, but that is how
it was.
Lately, as properties change hands there has been an increasing trend where people are not allowing other equestrians to traverse their land. It seems these days that landowners fence in every inch they own with no provision for
anyone to pass through. In fact, there are large parcels of land where we used to ride freely, that we can no longer
cross due to fencing and buildings. Has this happened to any land adjacent to you?

The equestrian community in Southern Pines was founded on the premise that we were all good equestrian neighbors and that included allowing other equestrians to ride across your farm. That is and was a big part of what makes
this such a terrific place to ride and live. It is critically important to renew enthusiasm for allowing
access. I am committed to enhancing access to
one of the premier equestrian jewels in the world,
our own Walthour-Moss Foundation. I have just
donated an equestrian access easement to the
WMF. I would like to challenge you to join me in
giving back to our community and continue some
ofthewonderfultraditionsstartedbyAuntGinnie
and Pappy. This access easement was further
enhanced by a gift from the Virginia Moss trust.
The trust has given a small, but very important,
parcel to complete the trail from my land to the
WMF.
New Crossing built on new 100’ equestrian access easement behind
Mile Away Farm
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Continued From Front Page
So how would one go about donating an equestrian
access easement and what is an equestrian access
easement anyway? Simply said, it means that I am
providing a path on the edge of my land from Sheldon
Road to the WMF for equestrians to traverse in perpetuity. Representatives of the WMF board have been
extremely helpful with the process and can give you
guidance if needed. Basically, the access easement
area must be surveyed, and the access easement must
then be recorded with Moore County. I am hoping
that others who hold similar “keys” to the WMF will
follow my lead. Yes, this is a challenge to this community to step up to the plate. It’s really simple and easy.
SeveraloftheWMFboardmembersarewellversedin
what documents you would need to complete and will
happily and gratefully facilitate the process. This is a
gift that will provide an enduring value to people who
want to ride in and around this area.
In addition to the gift I describe above, Aunt Ginnie’s
heirs are continuing her great tradition of giving! We
all know that if she were here, she would not want
these trails closed forever. The heirs who now control
Mile Away Farm (MAF) have donated a 100 foot
equestrian access easement across the back of the
farm. This is a big deal. It means that equestrians will
be able to cross the back of MAF as they always have
done; this gift is allowing numerous access points to
the WMF across several different crossings.
As part of this process, one of the crossings recently
had to be moved to a better location. The heirs also
funded this relocation. When you consider that the
majorityoftheheirsneitherliveherenorridehere,the
gift is even more appreciated.
In closing, I restate my appeal to all of you who own
land (whether adjacent to the WMF or not) and enjoy
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the privilege of riding in and around our community….please consider giving an equestrian access easement to the WMF to provide for other equestrians to
traverse your land and you will make a lasting positive
difference in your community.
After all, ‘tis the season for giving. Happy Holidays!
The Walthour-Moss Foundation is very grateful for
the creation of these two new easements that help
ensure access to The Walthour-Moss Foundation for
the future. By creating these access easements,
Cameron and the other Ginnie Moss heirs have done
what all of us in horse country should do… ensure that
our property has a clear and established lane of passage to access The Walthour-Moss Foundation.
We would like to express our gratitude to Cameron
and the other Mile Away Farm owners: Ginny
Thomasson (Whispering Pines, NC), Clayton Tobias
(Olar, SC), Tayloe Compton (Charlotte, NC), Monica
Sullivan (Savannah, GA), Helen Ioccovosi (Savannah,
GA), Gustav Clark (Sweden), and Leonard Short
(Boston, MA). Thank you for setting an example that
we hope many others will follow.

LAND MANAGEMENT NEWS
Equestrian Road Improvement

EquestrianRoadhasbeenthemainaccesslocationfor
Walthour-Moss Foundation visiting riders for many
years. Recently, Neil Schwartzberg and David Dillard
began a project to give this location some much-needed attention. The main goal of this project has been to
give the Foundation a more accessible and betterlooking welcome and information center.
Proofthatalittleeffortandattentiongoalongway,the
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improvement to the old structure is dramatic, and the
before and after pictures illustrate this enhancement
more than simply explaining it could ever accomplish.
The project began with a few fresh coats of paint, and
then having the old liabilityand warning signs remade
onmoreattractiveanddurablewhitealuminum. New
boxeshavebeenmadeandhungtomakeWMFmaterialsavailabletovisitors:blankliabilityreleases,aplace
to leave signed liability releases, a safety map & rules
handout, and a current copy of the newsletter with a
gifting brochure and return envelope enclosed.
David Dillard made the new “Information” sign hung
at the top to match the other new location signs being
put up all over the Foundation. Neil Schwartzberg
commissioned the two smaller Walthour-Moss
Foundation color logo signs hung on the ends of the
roof. These match the larger WMF logo signs on May
StreetandtheFirelaneTwoentranceatYoung’sRoad.
Plans are in the works to make a large map to hang in
the glass case of the welcome and information center

Equestrian Road Welcome & Information Center Before
Remodeling

as one of the final steps of the project.

Many thanks to Neil and David for doing their parts in
this project, and for helping The Walthour-Moss
Foundation facilitate some much-needed remodeling
to this important structure which is the first viewed by
our visitors.

Left - Equestrian Road
Welcome & Information
Center as It Looks Today
Right - New Color WMF
Logo Sign on Roof

Below - New Boxes for
Print Materials for Visitors
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New Signs Project

Many of us enjoyed Joseph Murtagh’s
“Huntsman’s Perspective of The WalthourMoss Foundation” in the last issue of the
Foundation News. In his article, Jody mentioned the size and scope of the Foundation
and how overwhelmed he and his daughter,
Kerrie Hayes, had felt when first trying to learn
this new countryside. About six months ago,
they came up with a clever and simple solution
for learning their way around the Foundation,
and, with some help, they have begun a project
that will benefit all of us for years to come.
Over the past six months or in the coming
months, as you walk, ride or drive in the
Foundation, you may notice some new signs at
different intersections and crossings. Jody
and Kerrie started putting up these signs to
help them learn the Foundation and the rich
history associated with the “Old Names” they
are using on all of the signs. This history alone
would be reason enough for all of us to take
some time to learn these names. Jody himself
has Murtagh Head and Murtagh Crossing
named for his parents from the days when they
came down to hunt with Ginnie and Pappy
Moss.
Sign at Van Erk’s Crossing

Sign at Rallywood’s Crossing

This project has been, and continues to be, a
team effort, and Jody and Kerrie have recruited some great volunteers. David Dillard has
crafted and routed the signs out of wood, and,
with over 60 up and another 40 or more
planned, that is no small feat. Kerrie’s daughter Codie and her husband Billy have been
helping with the painting and hanging of the
signs, and now Mel Wyatt and her Foxtrack
group of helpers are lending a hand with that
too.
There is such a rich history associated with all
of the names used for locations in The
Walthour-Moss Foundation. For example Van
Erk’s crossing, recently rebuilt, was named for
Jack Van Erk a famed foxhunter and equestrian from Pennsylvania who came down to hunt
in the 1930’s and 40’s with the Mosses.
Carroll’s Branch, the main waterway running
through the Foundation, is a name found on
maps dating as far back as the early 1740’s.
Carroll’s Branch is a major waterway of Moore
Country, a tributary to James’ Creek from
there to the Little River, and eventually flowing all the way to the coast. Wiffi’s crossing
was named after a whipper-in for the Moore
County Hounds, Wiffi Smith, who, as the story
goes, had climbed a tree at this crossing to cut
off a low-hanging branch, and misjudging how
it would fall, was struck by the branch on its
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way down and broke her arm. Octabony crossing, also recently rebuilt, and Yonkers head
were both named for beloved horses of Ginnie
and Pappy in the 1930’s and 40’s. Valid crossing is named for a Scarteen bitch given to
Pappy from Ireland. She arrived pregnant and
Pappy had thought to mix her stock with his
own hounds. Another crossing named for a
hound is Ralleywood, one of the best of
Pappy’s hounds in the late 1960’s. Rallywood
won ”best hound” at the prestigious Virginia
Foxhound Show in 1969, and you can still see
pictures of Rallywood in the album at
Weymouth.
Many of the old stories and names are fascinating and knowing them can add a new depth to
our appreciation of The Walthour-Moss
Foundation. If you want to know more about
the history of the places in the Foundation, it
can be as simple as just asking, many of the
long-time locals know most of the stories, and
Dick Webb, Mike Russell, and Claudia
Coleman, between the three of them, probably
know them all.
This is a very commendable project being carried out completely by volunteers, and The
Walthour-Moss Foundation thanks everyone
Sign at Wiffi’s Crossing
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who has given and continues to give their time
and effort to work on it. If you catch yourself
checking these new signs and thinking, “So
that’s where I am,” take a minute to say “thank
you” to Jody, Kerrie, David, Codie, Billy or Mel
and let them know that we all appreciate their
work.
The Importance of Usable Firelanes and
Reinforcing Firebreaks during a Very Dry
Year
Every year The Walthour-Moss Foundation maintains its firelane system, and this year is not any
different. Rod Lynch and his Knowlbrook Farms
crew have been out mowing the sides of the firelanes and regrading areas where there is erosion
damage.
For your and your horses’ safety, the Foundation
asks that you exercise care and caution when riding, as there are fresh stumps and staubs on the
edges of the firelanes.
Well-kept and drivable firelanes are of critical
importance to a large natural area such as the
Foundation for many reasons, and all of them
focus on safety. Firelanes and intersections provide location markers and orientation points for
both users and emergency services, and emergency responders must be able to use the roads to
get in to help and get out with accident victims.
Furthermore, firelanes have the all-important task
for which they are named–that is to create breaks
in the land that help control wildfires. This function’s importance cannot be overstated while
almost the entire State is in an extreme drought.
In the week before Thanksgiving, the number of
counties in North Carolina under “D4” or
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”exceptional drought” conditions, the worst
drought condition rating, increased dramatically from 25 to 56 counties. Moore County is
in this “exceptional drought” classification.
These drought conditions have fueled wildfire
activity in North Carolina this year. Many of us
have seen the fires wreaking havoc in
California, Florida, and Georgia this year, but
North Carolina has had its share with over
34,000 acres burned due to wildfires. North
Carolina has not had this many wildfires since
the mid-1980s.
The Walthour-Moss Foundation conducts controlled burns, in small sections, of as much as
1,000 total acres each year to help replenish
nutrients in the soil, control scrub oak growth,
encourage wire grass growth, and reduce fuel
for potential wildfires. Although fire is an
important and natural part of the pine forest
ecosystem, the threat of uncontrolled fire is
one the Foundation takes very seriously. The
Walthour-Moss Foundation would like to
remind everyone that there is no smoking at
any time on the Foundation due to the threat
of fire.

Newly Cleared Section of Firelane Two

(For more information on the North Carolina drought, please

visit www.ncdrought.org the website of the NC Drought

Management Advisory Council and the source of the drought
information used in this article.)

Right - Daniel
Nesser of
Knowlbrook
Farms runs the
Bushhog up the
hill from Fellin
Bridge
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New Annual Waiver Program

Left - Billy Hayes
of Knowlbrook
Farms pilots the
Bobcat Ambusher
taking down scrub
oak and blackjacks

The Restoration of Bridges
As always continuing work is being done to make
the Foundation a safe and enjoyable place to ride
and walk. Since the rebuilding of six important
bridges and crossings in the Summer of 2007,
two additional crossings have been rebuilt. These
crossings are: Van Erk’s and another, yet to be
named, crossing by the little pond feeding
Firestone Lake in the North Country.
Van Erk’s Bridge runs over Carroll’s Branch and
is located past Three Bridges off of Firelane One
Extension. The new crossing is constructed using
the same large support poles as Octabony; giving
it a high clearance above the watershed, and
reducing its impact to the wetlands while providing a sturdy construction which should last for
many years into the future. Van Erk’s crossing is
marked with one of the new WMF location signs.
These projects are part of the Foundation’s continuing effort to make improvements to adequately maintain existing trails and crossings. It
is an effort that involves the expenditure of significant funds that are given by individuals who recognize the importance of this unique land.

The Walthour-Moss Foundation has begun a new
program to collect waivers from our users, both
local and non-local, each year. There are two very
important reasons that this program has been
started.
First is that The Walthour-Moss Foundation has
recently qualified for special liability insurance for
land trusts through Chubb’s Conserve-A-Nation
program. This program is the Nation's leading
underwriter of property, casualty, and directors
and officers liability coverage for land and nature
conservation organizations. One of our obligations to this new program is that we must show we
are making an effort to collect current waivers
from our users.
The second reason we are beginning this new program is to help us keep current contact information on file for our users and to collect contact
information from non-local users.
Since early August of this year, every week, the
Foundation’s administrator goes out to
Equestrian Road to collect any signed waivers left
in the new drop box and adds those names and
addresses to our mailing lists. The Foundation
then sends a response letter with a survey and
return envelope in an effort to bring these nonlocal users into the Walthour-Moss Foundation’s
constituency of supporters. This simple practice
has already added 30 new families to our mailing
list, has provided the Foundation with some valuable feedback from groups we may have never
heard from otherwise, and has even resulted in
some new contributions.
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You may have already received a current waiver
from the Foundation this year. We thank those of
you who have returned your waiver and ask everyone to please help us in this effort. If you ride or
are planning on riding on the Walthour-Moss
Foundation, please sign and return your waiver. A
copy of the waiver is available on the Foundation’s
website at www.walthour-moss.org or you may
request a copy any time by calling the Foundation
office at (910) 695-7811.
USERL Ride for The Horse
United States Equine Rescue League hosted the
Annual "Ride for The Horse" in The WalthourMoss Foundation North Country at Moor
Meadow.
The USERL consists of many regions, counties in
NC, Indiana, and Virginia. The Sandhills region of
the USERL worked diligently to develop this successful event for October 28th. The ride raised
money to help support USERL rescued horses.
Key sponsors for the event include; WMF, NAI
Carolantic Realty of Raleigh, Moore County EMS,
Lee Brick of Sanford, Healing Acre Farms, CA
Screens, Beaver Creek Farm of New Hill, 3H Vet in
New Hill, NC, and many other participants and
contributors.
Participants in the 3-hour planned trail ride
received a continental breakfast, a grilled lunch
and a commemorative long sleeve Tee. If you are
interested in sponsoring and/or participating in
next year’s event, contact Jackie Adams, at (919)
395-2080
or
visit
us
at
http://www.geocities.com/sandhills_region/hom
epage email addresses of your local contacts are
there.
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GINNIE AND PAPPY MOSS SOCIETY ANNUAL GIVING
GIFTS OF $1,000 AND GREATER

2007 FOUNDATION FRIENDS ~ GIFTS UNDER $1,000

AS OF

Jackie and Rick Allenbaugh
Nancy Baker
Ray and Barbara Beahn and
the George T. Baker Foundation
Agnes Beane
Arlene and Sid Bearak
Betsy and Larry Best
Janie Boland
Sue and Bruce Buckley
John and Lin Burgess
Lee Carter and Greg Bradley
David and Nina Carter
Mott and Bo Carter
Dick Cavedo
Maryann and Brad Charles
The Donald and Elizabeth
Cooke Foundation
Dana and Manny Diemer
Lynn and David Dillard
Beth Dowd
Nick and Effie Ellis
Jane and Ken Fairbanks
Liz and Donald Hammerman
Cara and Mike Hardinger
Jean Rae H. Hinton
Stephen and Mary Bryan Later
Corine and Peter Longanbach
Henry Marrow
Mary and Mike Martone
Clarence McLean
Brian and Lyell McMerty

NOVEMBER 30, 2007
Reginald Miller
Dick and Andrea Moore
Sofie and Walter Moyle
Marilee and Tim Nagy
Rod Ongjoco
Cindy and Dominick Pagnotta
Jean Paul Provost
Betsy Rainoff
Jim Rigney and Tiffany Teeter
Rosa and Ralph Ronalter
Alicia and Mike Rosser
Irene and Mike Russell
Frank and Randy Sabatino
Neil Schwartzberg
Arlene and Sid Shachnow
Patricia and Rick Smith
Tina and Gary Stover
Kathryn and Jock Tate
Ann and Ted Taws Jr
Keith and Virginia Thomasson
Steve and Denise Vanderwoude
Donald and Priscilla Warren
Anne and Dick Webb
Joan Wheeler
Cynthia Williams
Peter Winkelman
Mickey and George Wirtz
Wade and Caroline Young
And two donors who wish to
remain anonymous

The Walthour-Moss Foundation is grateful to all of our contributors. We have worked hard to
ensure the accuracy of our current listing. However, if your name is listed incorrectly or was not
listed, we sincerely apologize and ask you to please bring it to our attention.

AS OF

Lynne and Bill Betts
Tim Boehm
Amy Bresky
Julie and Stan Brown
Marcia and Don Bryant
Patricia Cameron
James Collins
Robert Costello
Ninna Del Guercio
Wendy Harris
Cheryl and Jerry Holder
Radford Holton
Ursel and Frank Huber
Ginevra Hunter
Kristine Huot
Alicia Jackson
Susan and Jeffrey Jacobson
Cheryl and Steve Jasinski
Cary Kennedy
Brian Lenehan
Elizabeth Lyerly
Christine McCarthy

NOVEMBER 30, 2007
Shelly Caldwell Mitchiner
Carolyn and Robert Moore
Wayne Moore
Beth and Al Muirhead
Roberta Odell
John and Kim Pennington
Gloria Phillips
Steve and Wendy Preble
Claire and Willard Rhodes
Henry Rice
Gerry and Phil Scalia
Barbara Sherman
Sue and Buck Smithson
Susan and Danny Stallings
Thom and Vicky Thomas
Cynthia and David Wadford
Susan Howe Wain
Wild Bunch Investment Group
Elizabeth Winston
And one donor who wishes
to remain anonymous

The Walthour-Moss Foundation is grateful to all of our contributors. We have worked hard to
ensure the accuracy of our current listing. However, if your name is listed incorrectly or was not
listed, we sincerely apologize and ask you to please bring it to our attention.

Thank you to all of our 2007 Foundation Friends!
These listings represent all of our contributors from
January 1, 2007 to November 30, 2007.
A full listing of all of our 2007 Foundation Friends will be published in the
Winter 2008 issue of the Foundation News due to be released in early 2008.
Remember, there is still time to make your contribution for 2007
and join the group of generous individuals and families making a difference for
our community by supporting the mission of The Walthour-Moss Foundation.

