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CELEBRATING 30 YEARS OF COMMUNITY GIVING!
2008 marks the 30th anniversary of the creation of The Walthour-Moss Foundation as we know
it today. It marks the 30th anniversary of the first gift of land to the Foundation and the
recognition by the community that community support would be required to maintain and care for
the land.

THE WALTHOUR-M0SS FOUNDATION IS A NOT-FOR-PROFIT 501 (C) (3) CORPORATION
The Foundation News is available on-line by email.
To be added to the email list log on at info@walthour-moss.com.

We would like to take a look back at our history and share with you how the land that we hold so
dear came to be a part of the Foundation. It is a story of Ginnie and Pappy Moss’ vision of a special
place in the Sandhills—dedicated to the preservation of open land, the protection of native wildlife
and the pursuit of equestrian purposes. It is a story of Ginnie and Pappy Moss’ inclusion of the
community around them to create the Foundation. It is also a story of tremendous community
support and giving: the synergy between gifts of land to the Foundation and the purchase of land
by the Foundation.
Ginnie and Pappy
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Ginnie and Pappy met at the Blowing Rock Horse Show and were married in July 1934. A few
years after, they moved to Southern Pines where they ran a livery stable on the corner of
Connecticut and Broad Street (where the BP station is located). In 1938, after selling Pappy’s
family farm in Durham, they purchased Mile-Away Farm, so named because it was a mile from the
train station in Southern Pines. Pappy took over the Moore County Hounds from James and
Jackson Boyd in 1942. Together, Ginnie and Pappy
trained, bred and showed Thoroughbred horses
and looked after the hounds and the farm. They
were an amazing team.
The Early Years
In those early years, they worked hard to purchase
land around Mile-Away Farm as well as tracts
towards Youngs Road and even land on the other
side of US 1. For almost 10 years they lived in two
rooms in the Mile-Away stable putting their money
towards purchasing the land that would become
the Foundation.
VIRGINIA WALTHOUR MOSS AND W.O. “PAPPY” MOSS
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Photo by Emerson Humphrey

PAPPY MOSS AND THE MOORE COUNTY HOUNDS,
FIRELANE 2. CIRCA 1950.

Pappy Moss was impeccably dressed at all
times. He required the same standard of those
who hunted with him. He was a detail man
when it came to hunt attire. L.P. Tate recounts
a story of hunting one day with brown garter
straps instead of the traditional white. “He
never said anything to me, but that afternoon
after fox hunting, he went by my house and left
five pairs of white garter straps laying on my
bar to tell me not to come out again with brown
garters and since then I never have! He never
said a word.” Joan Thiele recounts a story of
wearing a canary colored wool shirt with a tiny
grey pinstripe on a cold day. Pappy reminded
her that “white, buff, and canary are
acceptable. Pinstripes are not.” Rain coats
were also not allowed.
In the late 1940s, Pappy appointed Bill
Brewster as his first joint master of the Moore
County Hounds. Bill was from Ho-Ho-Kus,
N.J. and had a farm there that was air
conditioned and required two men just to
polish the brass. They had one man on staff
that did nothing but polish and drive the horse

van. Mr. Brewster had a large construction
business and is known for the construction the
New Jersey Turnpike. He also had a home in
Pinehurst but kept horses in the barn that
Pappy built which is a now Twinfield Farm. He
was a great help to Pappy for improving the
land and building crossings. Before this time,
crossings were referred to as punchings and
were made from a sandwich of wire with pine
straw beneath between and on top. Care was
required to avoid putting a foot through. Mr.
Brewster brought down heavy equipment and
manpower to create crossings and bridges and
drains. He gave the Moss’ a tractor, bull dozer
and road grader to assist in trail maintenance.
He and Pappy built the same plank fences that
the Boyd’s used in their hunt country. The last
plank fence was replaced in the early 1990s.
Mr. Brewster remained joint master until the
mid 1950s when Earl “Happy” Hoy became
joint master. He was a close associate of Mr.
Brewster and carried on helping Pappy with
the land. He left in the late 1950s and in 1961
Dick Webb was selected by Pappy as his third
joint master. Ginnie joined as a master in 1969
and Raymond Firestone followed as joint
master of the Moore County Hounds in 1980.

Photo by Emerson Humphrey

SECOND FROM LEFT: HAPPY HOY, FIFTH FROM LEFT:
GINNIE MOSS, SEATED: BILL BREWSTER, SECOND FROM
RIGHT: PAPPY MOSS
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The Creation of
The Walthour-Moss Foundation
There was much discussion about how to save
the open land that Pappy and Ginnie had
accumulated. It was decided that the best way
to save the land for fox hunting and for other
equestrian purposes was to create a 501(c) 3.
The land would be available to the public and
could receive tax deductible contributions to
provide
for
further
expansion
and
maintenance. In 1974 The Walthour-Moss
Foundation was created as a charitable trust.
At a time when many people would be thinking
of retirement, Ginnie and Pappy created a
“vessel” into which the community would place
nearly 4,000 acres in the next 30 years. Pappy
Moss died in 1976. Sadly, he did not live to see
the dream of the “Foundation” become a
physical reality. But his legacy lives on.
The first gift of land to the Foundation came in
1978 with a bequest of 1739 acres from Pappy’s
estate. Land gifts from Mrs. Moss followed. In
1979 she gave 15 acres. In 1980 she gave 30
acres and in 1983 she gave an additional 39
acres. At the same time, the local community
was contributing for the maintenance of the
land.
During his lifetime, Mr. Moss had maintained
the land himself. A Herculean task it seems,
but he did it with ease, many times doing
multiple chores at the same time. “Pappy used
to take the hounds out for exercise while
mowing. During the summer months, you
might see him mowing a field or firelane, his
pack of fox hounds trotting right behind,” says
Dick Webb.

Photo by Claudia Coleman

PAPPY MOSS AND THE MOORE COUNTY HOUNDS AT
DOGWOOD PASTURE 1973. L.P. TATE AS WHIPPER-IN.

With the gift of the lands to the Foundation,
maintenance was contracted out. Many
community members also took it upon
themselves to keep trails clear. Raymond
Firestone brought in heavy equipment and
manpower to repair the firelanes and mow in
the North Country.
Tayloe Compton moved to Southern Pines in
1980 and picked up a lot of the maintenance
work himself. When he became chairman of
the Land Management Committee, he sought
outside expert advice on the latest concepts of
forest management. He and the Moore County
Hounds huntsman, Clive Rose, did the mowing
and trail work.
The First Land Purchase
1985 was an important year for the
Foundation. Mrs. Moss gave 67 more acres
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and the Foundation purchased 315 acres from
Maxwell Forrest. During this time, our
community was rapidly growing. Lands that
had once been open for riding were developed
and sold. The purchase of the 315 acres of land
from Maxwell Forrest marked the first
acquisition which was not a gift from Ginnie
and Pappy Moss. $100,000 was raised for the
down payment with the rest coming from
contributions and selling timber.
This
purchase signaled the beginning of what has
become known as the Foundation North
Country.
Ginnie’s Million Dollar Challenge

COMPLETING GINNIE’S CHALLENGE SECURED 566
INCLUDING THIS SECTION OF HOMESITE HILL.

By 1986 community support for the
Foundation was gaining strength. Mrs. Moss
challenged the community to raise the
Foundation Endowment to $1,000,000. As an
incentive, she offered to give 566 acres to the
Foundation. These acres encompass Homesite
Hill as well as acreage off Firelane 2. Mr.
Webb recounts, “The community was very
enthusiastic about Ginnie’s challenge and gave
generously. Many of them rode on and enjoyed
Homesite Hill land daily- some even twice
daily!”
The community was successful in
meeting the challenge and the funds for the
Endowment were raised through direct
contributions and pledges.

Development and growth of our community
continued into the 1990s. Those moving in had
a keen equestrian interest that stretched
beyond fox hunting, steeplechase and show
hunters. Those with interest in eventing,
driving and trail riding emerged. The need to
conserve land for equestrian use became
increasingly important as the community
grew.

By 1992 much of the paneling that Pappy had
built was in need of repair. Tayloe Compton
designed a new style of fence using
wolmanized treated timber. Dick Moore
helped him build the new fences and during
that year, with help from Steve Vanderwoude,
twenty fences were replaced or added.

A physical plan for the North Country was
developed by Larry Best that followed the
concept of Ginnie and Pappy Moss in having
the frontage properties sold as horse farms and
the interior land protected by The WalthourMoss Foundation. The plan illustrated how
land values could be significantly enhanced by

ACRES

In addition, there were also growing
development pressures for non-equestrian
development.
The First North Country Plan
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already sold, he
felt that if the
Foundation Board
didn’t step up and
buy the land - it
would never be
available again. In
May of 1993 the
Foundation Board
voted to purchase
the 209 acres from
the Johnson’s for
$2,600 per acre.
This represented a
gift sale from the
Johnson’s who
had a great love
for the Foundation. $200,000 was available
from the general fund for down payment and
Mr. Johnson had agreed to take back the note.
The Foundation board needed to raise
$350,000 for the remainder.

the proximity to
preserved
lands
protected by the
Foundation.
The
owners could donate
interior and sell
perimeter land for
horse farms. The net
to the land owner
was envisioned as
being neutral in
value
while
the
ecological
and
community value of
open lands would be MOOR MEADOW, PART OF THE 209 ACRES PURCHASED FROM
ELDRIDGE AND BETTY JOHNSON IN 1993.
protected.
Although this plan was not embraced at that
time, in many ways it became a foundation of
thought of how important the North Country
could be to the community. In fact the primary
lands that are now a part of the North Country
are the very same lands identified in the study.
Important landmarks of the Foundation are a
part of these lands. These include Moor
Meadow (formerly owned by Eldridge and
Betty Johnson) and Magnolia Hill and Ginnie’s
Ridge (formerly owned by Paul and Katie
Burns). In fact, all of the North Country is
comprised of lands envisioned by this early
plan.
Purchase of the Johnson Land
In 1993 the Foundation purchased 209 acres
in the North Country from Eldridge and Betty
Johnson. Credit for the idea to purchase the
Johnson land goes to Marty O’Rourke. Since
the land was being sold and two parcels had

In that same month, Dick Webb asked Dick
Moore to step in and create a campaign to raise
the money. “I told him I didn’t know much
about it but would be glad to help out. The first
person I called was Rick Smith who I thought
had some experience in fund raising. Rick was
game to go and agreed to start on a case
statement.” says Dick Moore.
With assistance from Hank Wheeler, Tom
Ross and others, the case statement was
prepared and the campaign began. Rick Smith
printed the materials in his basement and he
and Dick Moore hand colored each map with
highlighters. They have both commented since
that they are thankful for the advances we have
had in technology!
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FIRESTONE LAKE, LOCATED IN THE HEART OF THE NORTH
COUNTRY

A majority of the fundraising for the Johnson
land purchase was done person to person and
the response was incredible.
The case
statement said that fifty-five donors averaging
$6,000 each would be needed. When the
campaign ended in March 1994 the average
contribution was $5,969.
Buying the Johnson land gave the Foundation
an increased presence in the North Country.
The surrounding land was in a few hands, all of
whom had a strong interest in land
preservation. The community came to realize
that saving the open land was a possibility.
The Firestone Land Purchase
In 1994 and 1995 both Ray and Jane Firestone
died leaving 417 acres in the North Country to
their grandchildren. The Foundation was still
collecting pledges for the Johnson purchase
and was not able to pursue the Firestone
possibility. However, there was a keen interest
in the community for being proactive in trying
to preserve this land. Steve Vanderwoude,
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Ginny Thomasson, Roger Secrist and Dick
Moore began to work up a plan to form an LLC
to acquire the land, donate 2/3 to 3/4 to The
Walthour-Moss Foundation and market the
perimeter frontage for horse farms. An offer
was made to the owners but they were not
ready to sell, as the first priority was to sell
Landmark Farm. The idea was nurtured until
1999 when the owners advised Mr. Webb that
they were ready to sell. The Johnson purchase
was complete by then and the Foundation was
in a better position to pursue a purchase.
Negotiations took place until November 9,
1999 when the directors voted to purchase the
417 acres.
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encourage wider participation. The debt was
retired three years ahead of schedule. Rick
Smith says, “The Directors met at Mrs. Moss’
home with Stuart Strickland of Wachovia. Mr.
Strickland handed over the bank note and we
watched as Mrs. Moss burned the note in her
fireplace. It was a moment I won’t soon
forget!”
The North Country Dedication Ceremony
By the year 2000, the gift by the Webb’s and
the acquisition of the Firestone tracts brought
the total North Country acreage to 991 and the
total Foundation to 3,447 acres.

Also in 1999, Anne and Dick Webb made a
generous donation of 50 acres adjacent to the
Johnson tracts. This donation set the stage for
the Land Preservation Campaign to raise funds
for the Firestone purchase. “Anne and I were
happy to give that piece of land. We felt
strongly about the preservation efforts of the
Foundation in the North Country and wanted
to do our part and to encourage others to give
to the new campaign.”

On October 20, 2002 the directors invited the
members of the Ginnie and Pappy Moss
Society to a gathering at Moor Meadow to
celebrate the preservation of 1,000 acres in the
North Country and to dedicate the land. Rick
Smith was the master of ceremonies and
Father Bill MacInnis offered the blessing of the
land. A bronze plaque of appreciation was
unveiled by Mrs. Moss recognizing the
generosity of the members.

The Ginnie and Pappy Moss Society

In 2003, the owners of Mile-Away Farm gave
51 acres behind Mile-Away Farm. The acreage
connected Homesite Hill to the back of MileAway Farm and included valuable wildlife
cover and wetlands.

In 2000, the Foundation closed on the
purchase of the Firestone tracts for
$3,110,000. The land, which was in two large
parcels, each touching the Johnson land, was
purchased at an average cost of $7,500 per
acre. The campaign was fortunate to receive a
number of very generous major donor gifts
that covered a good portion of the funds
needed. The Ginnie and Pappy Moss Society
was
officially
formed
to
recognize
contributions of $5,000 or more and to
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family for many years. Paul was happy to allow
the Moore County Hounds to hunt the land. In
the early days, Ray Firestone maintained the
land by providing for mowing and trail work.
In later years, David Dillard did a lot of the
work. Every year Dick Webb, David Dillard,
Ginny Thomasson and Dick Moore visited the
Burns family to thank them for sharing their
land and to seek permission to hunt the land.
By 2003 Mr. Burns was thinking about selling
the land. Larry Best, David Dillard and Dick
Moore worked with him to find a way for the
Foundation to buy the land. An agreement
came and the land closed in January 2004.
The Johnson/Gregson families owned a 34
acre parcel that lay in the middle of the Burns
land which contained Big Branch. The same
directors worked with the families on a plan
for purchase and the closing took place in the
fall of 2004. Both parcels were purchased for
$3,110,000 and Phase II of the Land
Preservation Campaign was underway.
This campaign continues today and $800,000
is still needed to complete the purchase.

The Burns and Gregson/Johnson Land
Purchases
In 2004, the Walthour-Moss Foundation was
fortunate to be able to acquire 216 acres of
wonderful land in the North Country from the
Paul Burns family. This land had been in the

GINNIE’S RIDGE, LOCATED ON THE BURNS LAND, WAS
DEDICATED IN 2005
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community that has a thirty year history of
supporting The Walthour-Moss Foundation.

There were very few trails on the new land so
Larry Best and David Dillard laid out a seven
mile trail system utilizing the natural
topography of the land to minimize impacts.
Trails were cleared by machete and a bobcat
during the summer. Neil Schwartzberg
designed a new style of paneling using 7 inch
timbers. He and David Dillard organized a
team of volunteers for the construction. By the
fall, the land was ready for the community to
enjoy.
Gift of Land from the NCDOT
In the spring of 2005, the North Carolina
Department of Transportation transferred 180
acres of environmentally-sensitive land north
of Aiken Road to the care of The WalthourMoss Foundation. In gifting this land, the
NCDOT found the Foundation to be “good
stewards of the environment and the
appropriate entity to care for this special piece
of property.” The state ownership of this land
was discovered by Larry Best in 2003 and
pursued vigorously by Larry, Dick Moore,
Stephen Later and Jim Van Camp.

A Note of Thanks
As we celebrate 30 years of giving, the
Directors would like to take this opportunity to
remember the contributions of Ginnie and
Pappy Moss and to thank the members of the
Ginnie and Pappy Moss Society, as well as the
Foundation Friends and the many, many
volunteers who have helped in preserving and
caring for our open land.

Photo by David Quist

MRS. W.O. MOSS RIDING MILE AWAY FARM BRED
SOUTHERN SPIRIT, 2000.

emeriti: Hank Wheeler, L P Tate, Tom Ross
and Marty O’Rourke. Larry Early, author of
Looking for Longleaf spoke on the longleaf
pine ecosystem and the importance of the large
holdings of longleaf pine by the Foundation.
Paul and Katie Burns attended. Unfortunately,
Mrs. Moss was unable to attend due to ill
health but David Dillard and Dick Moore took
the plaques to her home the day before so she
could see them. She rallied four days later and
attended Opening Meet and the Hunt
Breakfast following.

GINNIE MOSS’ FINAL GIFT: 114 ACRES INCLUDING
SWEETHEART LAKE

Ginnie’s Last Gift

The Walthour-Moss Foundation was advised
that Mrs. Moss had bequeathed 114 acres of
additional land in the heart of the North
Country to the Foundation. This magnificent
tract included Sweetheart Lake and joined
together three North Country parcels
purchased between 1993 and 2000. Her
wonderful gift effectively completed the “North
Country circle” and brought the total gifts of
land by Ginnie and Pappy Moss to over 2,500
acres and the Foundation to over 4,000 total
acres.

In January 2006 Virginia Walthour-Moss
passed away peacefully at home on her beloved
Mile Away Farm. She was 96. She was buried
next to Pappy at the Hilltop Cemetery, located
by the Foundation land that she loved. As the
community came together to celebrate her
remarkable life, the true dimensions of Mrs.
Moss’ vision and her belief in the future were
revealed yet again. In January of that year,

The history of The Walthour-Moss Foundation
shows what can be accomplished with vision
and a generous spirit. Ginnie and Pappy
provided the leadership and inspiration.
Members of the Ginnie and Pappy Moss
Society provided funds to purchase additional
lands and to care for the land. The synergy
between land gifts and contributions grows
stronger with each passing year as does the

Dedication of Ginnie’s Ridge
In November of 2005 another gathering of the
members of the Ginnie and Pappy Moss
Society was held on the newly acquired Burns
land. A bronze plaque was unveiled naming
the site Ginnie’s Ridge in honor of Mrs. Moss.
It included a map of the North Country
showing the parcels acquired since 1985. The
members were thanked once again for their
contributions that made it all possible. Special
awards were made to the Foundation directors
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GINNIE AND PAPPY AT HOME. APPARENTLY A RARE PICTURE,
AS A NOTE ON THE BACK STATES, “MRS. AND MRS. W.O.
MOSS AND CORGIS, NOT OFTEN PICTURED WITHOUT RIDING
CLOTHES.”
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WE NEED YOUR HELP!
JOIN THE BUSHWHACKER CLUB
Jody Murtaugh, Volunteer Coordinator of The
Walthour-Moss Foundation is looking for a
few good women and men to take part in the
fall trail clearing program. This annual event
will take place over the last three Sundays in
September. We encourage you to sign up to
come out for a day or two and help us clear the
trails of any debris left by summer storms.
The Foundation will be divided into several
sections to be tackled by bushwhacking crews.
Both crew leaders and crew members are
needed for this important event.
Volunteers are encouraged to bring gloves,
hedge trimmers, shears, chainsaws, gators,
enthusiasm and good humor.
Lunch and plenty of gratitude will be provided.
If you would like to volunteer for one, two or
all three days, please contact Landon Russell at
the office either by telephone at 910-695-7811
or email administrator@walthour-moss.org.
We will also send email reminders for the
project over the next few weeks!

You are invited to join the...
Bushwhacker Club
For Annual Trail Clearing!
These Sundays in September:
14, 21, 28
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LEGACY BENEFACTORS
The Walthour-Moss Foundation began, in
effect, as a Legacy Gift from Pappy Moss. The
1,738 acres that Pappy placed in a charitable
trust is the centerpiece of what has become an
immeasurably important natural resource to
our community. Ginnie Moss, too, provided us
with numerous significant gifts over the years
and bequeathed to us the Sweetheart Lake
property – more than 114 acres that unite the
once-fragmented North Country. Legacy gifts
ensure that the Foundation will live on,
protected and treasured for generations to
come. The importance of these gifts cannot be
overemphasized. We are proud to recognize
the Legacy Members of the Ginnie and Pappy
Moss Society.
Legacy Benefactors of
The Ginnie and Pappy Moss Society
Angela & Greg Baldwin
Leslie Baldwin
Betsy & Larry Best
Marcie & Jack Caffey
Mott & Bo Carter
Susan Davis
Lynn & David Dillard
Elizabeth T. Evans
Lynn Harvey & Bob Little
Andrea & Dick Moore
Ginnie & Pappy Moss
Neil Schwartzberg
Page Shamburger
Patricia & Rick Smith
Paul Striberry
Bill & Jan Taper
Alice Pettey Thomas
Anne & Dick Webb
Robert & Patricia Zabriskie
 Deceased
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NEW CARRIAGE TRAIL MARKED
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RON BALDWIN NAMED AS SECURITY
DIRECTOR OF WMF

A marked route has been created winding
through the trails of the Foundation. The
marked trail starts at Compton Crossing and
continues on Firelane 1 towards Hobby Field,
turns left at Hobby Field and continues to the
crossing at Refugio and up to Homesite Hill.
From Homesite Hill there are two options to
finish: back out to Compton Crossing or to
Hobby Field.
For drivers looking for a more open route, the
firelanes are also available.
Maps of the marked trail and firelanes are
available on the website at walthour-moss.org.
A similar effort is being made to create a trail
in the North Country which will be in place by
summer’s end.
A special thank you to those who worked on
the carriage trail: Angela Baldwin, Effie Ellis,
Jody Murtaugh, Wendy Preble, Marcie Quist,
Cindy O’Reilly, Mike Russell and Monro
Russell.

The Directors of The Walthour-Moss
Foundation are pleased to announce the
appointment of Ron Baldwin to the part-time
post of Security Director for the Foundation.
Mr. Baldwin will patrol the Foundation to
ensure the continued safety and security of the
Foundation lands. Please note that Mr.
Baldwin will patrol in the green Foundation
pick-up, green Foundation gator, and his silver
personal pick-up (with the Foundation's logo
on the side).

MONRO RUSSELL HANGS ARROWS MARKING THE NEW
CARRIAGE TRAIL

Mr. Baldwin served twenty-seven years in the
U.S. Army Special Forces and retired as a
Sergeant
Major,
the
highest
noncommissioned rank in the Army, in 2003.
Upon retiring, he and his wife Joan settled in
the Sandhills. He is familiar with and shares
our enthusiasm for the Foundation lands. Mr.
Baldwin is an outdoorsman and is looking
forward to working on the Foundation and to
meeting our constituents. We are very
fortunate to have him on board! Please
continue to direct any security issues and/or
concerns to the office, 910.695.7811.

